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were likely to be deprived of their profits. Yet homoeopathy has
had many followers, and when first introduced it served a useful
purpose in checking the dangerously excessive drugging which
was then prevalent.
Clinical Medicine under Boerhaave
It is a relief to turn from these theorists and extremists to those
who were content to make the best use of the existing knowledge,
and to devise methods of teaching which would yield the best
results in medical practice.
By far the greatest clinical teacher of the eighteenth century,
and one of the greatest of all time, was HERMANN BOERHAAVE
of Leyden (i 668-1738).1 The son of a country pastor, who was
" poor in money but pure in spirit," Hermann distinguished him-
self as a student by the ease with which he acquired a sound
knowledge of mathematics and of classical and modern languages.
It may have been his attendance at lectures on anatomy, then
regarded as an essential part of a liberal education, which first
attracted him to medicine. Yet his father felt that so clever a
youth must not be lost to the Church. Hermann would study
theology; his younger brother James would enter medicine.
Eventually it was James who became the minister and Hermann
the doctor, the result, it is said, of the following encounter. Young
Hermann was travelling in a packet boat when a discussion arose
among the passengers regarding Spinoza, who had just startled
Europe by affirming that God was everywhere. One speaker was
particularly severe in his condemnation of such heresy, until
Boerhaave asked him whether he had ever read the works which
he so hotly attacked. This silenced the critic, but he had his
revenge. On reaching Leyden, Boerhaave found that there had
arrived before him the rumour that he was a follower of Spinoza.
It was useless to protest. Instead, the young divine determined to
change his profession, and to adopt the calling to which he was
already strongly attracted. Success came rapidly. As a junior
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